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Subject of Review:  Economic competition has driven rapid changes in the hog industry: production has
shifted regionally and to larger operations that increasingly specialize in a single
phase of hog production and are organized under production contracts. At the same
time, recent changes to the Clean Water Act, State regulations, and local conflicts
over odor are requiring producers to alter their manure management decisions. This
report uses survey data from 1998 and 2004 to document the current State of manure
management and provide information about producers’ emerging responses to
existing and anticipated manure-related regulations. Because larger animals produce
more manure, animal units (1,000 pounds of live animal weight) are used to compare
farms that produce livestock at different stages of the animal lifecycle.
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